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May 6, 1904 830 

Inspection of Beeville, Kennedy, and Floresville- — Malarial fever — 

Mosquitoes. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Purnell reports as follows: 
Floresville, April 25, 1904. I visited the towns of Kennedy and 
Beeville on yesterday. Kennedy is a place of about 600 inhabitants, 
while in Beeville there are about 3,500 people. In neither place could 
I learn of any sickness that could be considered at all suspicious, nor 
had there been any this year. Malarial fever is and has been quite 
prevalent during the past few months. I found mosquitoes more 
numerous in Beeville than in any place that 1 have visited, and nothing 
is being done looking to their destruction. The same conditions pre- 
vail in this place. I reached here at 12 o'clock, and have called on 
Doctor Blake, who is the State health officer of this county. He 
informs me that there is a great deal of malarial fever in the town and 
vicinity, and that it is of an intermittent type. He tells me that the 
mosquitoes are more numerous this season than has been the case here- 
tofore and nothing is being done to destroy them. 

Inspection of localities along the San Antonio and Aransas Pass 

Railway. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Purnell reports as follows: 
San Antonio, April 26, 1904: I returned to San Antonio last night 
from an inspection trip over the San Antonio and Aransas Pass Rail- 
way. This covered the territory between here, Corpus Christi, and 
Rockport. I was cordially met and courteously treated by the physi- 
cians and people at all places visited. The work which is being done 
by the Service is seemingly appreciated and the physicians promise to 
make known the occurrence of any sickness of a suspicious nature. I 
was unable to learn of any sickness that could in any way be consid- 
ered suspicious. 

The health along the coast is particularly good, but away from the 
coast malarial fever is quite prevalent. This is distinctly intermittent 
in character; and yields readily to quinine. I found that very little 
attention has been given to sanitation, and the mosquito propagates 
unmolested. Wherever possible 1 have endeavored to arouse an 
interest in sanitary matters, and have directed attention to the destruc- 
tion of the mosquito. I visited Runge, Corpus Christi, Gregory, 
Rockport, Aransas Pass, Kennedy, Beeville, and Floresville. I met 
the physician from Karnes City at Kennedy, and he furnished me with 
all the information that I could have procured by visiting the town. 
The remainder of the stations noted along the road are little more than 
sidetracks, and I gained all information concerning them from physi- 
cians located in the larger places whose practice extends to these 
places. I feel satisfied that there is nothing in that territory to cause 
concern at present. 

Floresville, Tex., April 25, 1904-. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Leave here 6 o'clock for San Antonio, Bexar Hotel. 

Purnell. 
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San Antonio, Tex., April 28, 1904. 
Wyman, Washington: 
Going to Sutherland Springs to investigate this morning. 

PURNELL. 

Inspection of Suthland Springs. 

San Antonio, Tex. , April 28, 1904- 
I visited Suthland Springs this morning as the result of a rumor 
having reached me to the effect that there was a sickness prevailing at 
that place which was similar to that which prevailed there last fall. I 
found nothing in the least suspicious, but, like the other parts of the 
country, intermittent malarial fever is quite extensive. 

PURNELL. 

Malarial fever at /Southland Springs. 

San Antonio, Tex., April 28, 1904. 
Wyman, Washington. 
Returned to San Antonio. Clearly malarial at Southland Springs. 

PURNELL. 

Inspection at Monclova and other places. 

Washington, April 27, 1904- 
Hume, Eagle Pass, Tex.: 

Lane's nomination approved beginning April 28. Actual railroad 
and Pullman fare only will be allowed. Direct him proceed immedi- 
ately to points as indicated in your telegram 26th. Have him report 
to you from each place and you forward such reports to Bureau. 

Wyman. 

Eagle Pass, Tex; , April 30, 1904- 
Wyman, Washington: 

Lane reports Monclova station and town free any contagious dis- 
eases. Station in perfect sanitary condition. Monclova proper, houses 
infected last year disinfected with sulphur twice. Superior Board 
Health Mexico doing all in its power, but old town has barrels for 
water supply and many mosquitoes. Expect to oil all barrels. My 
opinion, no danger from Monclova. Ordered Lane Reata, consult all 
Mexican health authorities and note conditions between Reata and 
Diaz, stopping at all towns. Mexican railroad allows me use of wire 
at no cost. Will wire you daily. 

Hume. 

Conditions along Mexican International Railroad. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., May 2, 1904. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Lane returned to-day; reports all points along Mexican International 
Railroad in comparatively healthy condition; no contagious diseases; 
very few mosquitoes; no measures taken by Mexican authorities to 
eliminate mosquitoes; much stagnant water from irrigation. * * * 

Hume. 



